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Helpful Reference 
Possible Documentation for U.S. Resettlement Applicants 
 
Updated: 13 May 2025 
 
 
Important Note:  As of 12 May 2025, the United States Refugee Admissions Programme (USRAP) 
is officially accepting Statements of Interest from eligible South African applicants. While we still 
await full details of the documentation process, the list below offers practical preparation 
suggestions. This is not a guaranteed list of what will be requested. It is provided as a helpful 
guide to assist families in preparing relevant information in advance. 

 
 
Eligibility Requirements (per U.S. Mission South Africa) 
 
To be considered for resettlement, applicants must: 
 Be South African nationals 
 Be of Afrikaner ethnicity or a recognised racial minority in South Africa 
 Be able to describe either a past experience of persecution or a fear of future persecution 

 

Important Update: U.S. Refugee Programme Now Open 
 
The first step is to complete the Statement of Interest form online.  
 
Who should complete the form: 
 The Principal Applicant (usually the head of the household) should complete one form for 

the entire family. 
 The form includes a question asking how many individuals in your family, including 

yourself, are interested in resettlement. 
 Each child over the age of 21 must complete their own form as the Principal Applicant. 
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How to submit the Statement of Interest: 

 Visit the official U.S. Embassy South Africa webpage: https://za.usembassy.gov/refugee-
admissions-program-for-south-africans  

 Complete the Google form titled Statement of Interest (10 Questions) 

This replaces all previous emails to the Embassy. 

 
 
Note: Not every document listed below will apply to every person or family. Please prepare only the documents 
relevant to your personal situation. 
 
 

Identity & Civil Documents 
 
1. REQUIRED Passport(s) 
 
 A valid passport is required for each traveller, including infants and children.  
 At the time of writing, there are no restrictions preventing South Africans from applying for 

or receiving a passport.  
 Important: For children of divorced or separated parents, both parents are usually required 

to be present when applying at Home Affairs 
 
2. OPTIONAL National ID Card  
 
While a national ID card is not required for international travel or immigration processes such as 
refugee resettlement, it may still serve useful administrative or legal purposes, such as: 
 

 Future pension or retirement claims: Pension funds might request an ID card for 
verification if a claim is made from outside South Africa. 

 
 Property or financial matters: If an individual has bank accounts, property, or insurance 

policies in South Africa, an ID may be needed for administrative updates, access or 
cancellations. 
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3. REQUIRED Unabridged Birth Certificates  
 
 Full birth certificates showing both parents’ details. 
 Required for all applicants to confirm identity, family links and legal relationships (required 

to apply for a green card). 
 Children cannot travel internationally without an unabridged birth certificate. 
 If the certificate is unavailable or delayed, a police affidavit confirming birth details may 

assist as supporting evidence, although it is not guaranteed to be accepted. 
 

4. REQUIRED Parental Consent Letter (if one parent is not travelling)  
 
 A signed and certified affidavit from the non-travelling parent granting permission for the 

child to travel. 
 A certified copy of the non-travelling parent’s ID or passport. 

 
5. REQUIRED Court Orders or Death Certificates 
 
 If one parent has full custody, a certified copy of the court order may be required. 
 If a parent is deceased, a certified copy of the death certificate will be required as 

supporting documentation. 
 
6. REQUIRED Marriage Certificate 
 
This may be requested to confirm: 
 The marriage relationship, particularly if applying as a couple.  
 Differences in surnames between spouses or between a parent and child.  
 Legal or financial matters in the host country, such as pensions, tax, or insurance.  
 Proof of connection if one spouse is listed as a dependent on the application. 

 
Additional Notes for Previously Married Women: Women who have been previously married, 
especially those who have remarried more than once, should be prepared to submit documentation 
for all prior marriages and divorces. Providing a clear history of name changes helps prevent delays 
during identity checks or application reviews. This includes: 
 
 Copies of previous marriage and divorce certificates.  
 Any name changes, including alias names or former surnames, as they may appear in 

supporting documents such as passports, birth certificates or financial records. 
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7. RECOMMENDED Police Clearance Certificate  
 
 Issued by the South African Police Service (SAPS), valid for 6 months.  
 Confirms whether the applicant has been found guilty of any offence.  
 Often required for visa and resettlement applications. 

 
Important: A police clearance certificate is different from the criminal background checks typically 
used for employment purposes. A police clearance will reflect whether you have a criminal record, 
meaning you have appeared in court and were found guilty of a charge. In contrast, employment-
related checks often list any case opened against you, even if you were never charged or found 
guilty. These checks may flag past allegations as “illicit activity,” even when no court ruling was 
made.  
 
8. RECOMMENDED Vaccination Records  
 
 Proof of routine childhood vaccinations (applicable to children) 

 
 

Refugee & Persecution Evidence 
  
These documents are only relevant if the applicant is claiming protection on the basis of persecution 
or fear of harm. Not all applicants will require this type of evidence, but where applicable, it can 
support the claim. 
 
1. ONLY IF REQUESTED Police or Government Reports 
 
 If available, any documents relating to reported threats, harm, or persecution. 
 May include: case numbers, screenshots of online threats or social media posts, 

photographs, messages, or videos. 
 
2. ONLY IF REQUESTED Personal Statement Detailing Persecution (Recommended) 
 
 A clear written explanation from the applicant about their experiences, fears, and reasons 

for seeking resettlement. 
 This statement should match what is shared during any future interviews. 
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3. ONLY IF REQUESTED Witness Letters or Community Statements 
 
 If possible, letters from people who can confirm the applicant’s experience. 
 This is not always necessary, but may help support the case. 

 
4. ONLY IF REQUESTED Proof of Membership (Political, Religious, or Ethnic Groups) 
 
 This could include membership to civil organisations such as Solidarity, AfriForum, or 

similar groups that are linked to cultural, social, or advocacy-based activities. 
 

 

Administrative & Medical Requirements 
 
1. REQUIRED Biographic and Biometric Data 
 
 Applicants may need to complete forms from the U.S. Department of State or USCIS. 
 Biometric screening might include fingerprints and photographs. 
 Security and background checks may also be carried out. 

 
2. REQUIRED Interview Process 
 
 Interviews might be conducted by USCIS officials, possibly supported by the U.S. embassy 

or consulates. 
 Interviews may include detailed questions about the applicant’s background, family, travel 

history, and reasons for applying. 
 Children aged 14 and older might be required to attend interviews 

 
3. REQUIRED Medical Examination 
 
 Medical screening may be required for all applicants who are approved for resettlement. 
 This may include checks for communicable diseases, proof of vaccinations, and a general 

health assessment. 
 Applicants will be informed which travel clinic or doctor to use if required. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE 
This document is intended as a general guide to help refugee applicants prepare their personal 
documents. It does not guarantee that these are the final or complete requirements. The U.S. 
government might request different or additional information depending on the circumstances. We 
are assisting voluntarily, and at no cost to anyone, with no official capacity or authority. Each applicant 
remains responsible for their own process and documentation. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


